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Legionella – A Risk Review 
What is Legionella and Legionellosis?
Commonly found in the environment and in both natural and artificial water systems, Legionella is a bacterium which can cause Legionellosis (a term to explain the infections caused by Legionella and related bacteria).

Legionaires’ disease is the most serious disease that is caused by the Legionella bacteria and can even cause death. It is a form of pneumonia which is contracted by inhaling water droplets which contain the bacteria. Those most likely to be affected by Legionaires’ disease are the elderly, those already ill or with a low immune system and smokers. Although not all forms of Legionaires’ disease are fatal, other diseases can be contracted which can affect all people.
Where can Legionella occur?
The Legionella bacteria can breed wherever water droplets are created. However, there are some instances where there is a significantly increased risk which include:
· Water systems incorporating a water-cooling tower

· Water systems where there is an evaporative condenser

· Hot water services (except for small systems containing less than 300 litres of water)

· Hot and cold water systems where there may be susceptible persons (such as hospitals and nursing homes)

· Humidifiers and air washers which create water droplets and in which the water temperature is likely to exceed 20° C

· Spa baths and pools in which warm water is likely to be agitated and re-circulated.

Assessment of Risk

Legionella is a substance hazardous to health as defined by the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations, 2002 and an assessment of the risks from Legionellosis must be carried out. The assessment will allow informed judgments to be made about:

· Whether there is potential for harm to health from exposure unless adequate precautions are taken

· What measures for prevention or controlling the risk need to be taken.
As with all assessments, risks of Legionella should be reviewed periodically. When there is a higher risk or Legionella, someone will be required to take on managerial responsibility and oversee the precautions and current procedures in place.
The person carrying out a Legionella risk assessment should be aware of:
· Potential sources of Legionella and the risk that it presents to those in the surrounding area;
· What can be done to minimise the risk and the significance;
· What measures are in place to ensure the controls against Legionella are effective
Avoiding or Reducing the Risks from Legionella

Businesses at risk should have a written scheme in place which details clearly and coherently what steps should be carried out in order to reduce and prevent the bug from spreading. For example, techniques can be used to stop the reproduction of the Legionella bacteria and their exposure to water droplets. Precautions may include:
· Avoid water temperatures which are known for promoting the growth and reproduction of the Legionella bug

· Avoid water getting stagnated

· Good treatment of water

· Operating and maintaining water systems correctly

Key Action Steps

· Identify areas where Legionella may occur and/or spread

· Assess the risk

· Develop a scheme to control and minimise the risk of Legionella

· Monitor the effectiveness of the scheme

· Keep records of monitoring
· Assign someone to take on the responsibility for managing the risks of Legionella

ACOP L8
The Approved Code of Practice for the control of legionella bacteria in water systems is issued by the Health and Safety Executive. Known as ACOP L8, this gives practical advice on the requirements of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Act 1999 – concerning the risk from exposure to legionella bacteria.

ACOP L8 requires that water system risk assessments are carried out, with the subsequent report detailing identification and prioritisation of remedial works that are required to achieve ACOP L8 compliance.
Conclusion
If your insurance policy has a Legionella exclusion, you are likely to have no cover for any liability arising out of legionellosis. Therefore, if you supply water treatment services and despite this a Legionella outbreak occurs in the building, you may be sued by all the parties affected. 

The Kingsbridge policy specifically includes cover for Legionella and your liability for these claims would therefore be insured under the Kingsbridge policy.
For more information, please contact Kingsbridge on +44(0) 118 960 2400 or email water@kibl.co.uk. 
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